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F o o d  S u s t a i n a b i l i t y

The ERA-Net SUSFOOD defines sustainability in the food area as a 
food system that supports food security, makes optimal use of 
natural and human resources and respects biodiversity and eco-
systems for present and future generations, which is culturally 
acceptable and accessible, environmentally sound and economically 
fair and viable, and which provides the consumer with nutritionally 
adequate, safe, healthy and affordable food.

SUSFOOD is the acronym for SUStainable FOOD production 
and consumption.

Ne  t w o r k i n g  a n d  o p e n  c a l l s

As an ERA-Net, SUSFOOD aims at setting up a European strategic  
research agenda by increasing cooperation and synergy between 
the European partners and by defining common future perspectives
in sustainable food production and consumption. In addition, 
SUSFOOD aims at enhancing collaboration and coordination 
between national and regional research programmes. Thanks to 
the identification of research priorities, gaps and opportunities, 
and a study of future research needs, SUSFOOD will have positive 
impacts on European research. By means of two open calls (in 
2013 and 2014), sustainability oriented food chain projects will be 
supported, in order to allow the European research area to be in 
the lead in sustainable food production, supply and consumption.

S c o p e  a n d  a i m s

SUSFOOD includes the entire food supply chain with main focus on 
food chain sustainability beyond the farm gate. It will cover pro-
cessing, packaging, transport, retailing, food services, storage and 
consumer activities.
SUSFOOD promotes a multi-disciplinary approach from biology to 
food engineering and social sciences and tends towards the fol-
lowing socio-economic goals:

 �To develop sustainable food systems from production to consumption.
 �To Increase food production sustainability while reducing waste 
in food supply chain and limiting environmental damages.

 �To improve quality of life by improving food quality in a sustainable 
way and the resilience of the food supply chain.
 �To encourage consumers to act in a more sustainable way.
 �To improve competitiveness and economic growth in the European 
food industry with special attention to SMEs.

To achieve these points, the 
consortium has developed an efficient 
framework with concrete actions.

A  S T R AT E GY   
IN   T H R E E  POINT     S

C O N S T R U C T  
A N  O V E R V I E W  
O F  T H E  E X I S T I N G 
R E S E A R C H

An overview of the existing research 
will be achieved by means of an open 
web based archive, named the Meta 
Knowledge Base (MKB). The analysis  
of the current research will enable 
formulating synergies, gaps  
and overlaps in European research  
and will form the basis for formulating 
future research needs. Finally,  
the process will result in the supporting 
of corresponding research topics.
We encourage researchers from 
industries and research institutes to 
post their research projects in the 
database, which is freely accessible 
and can soon be found on the SUSFOOD 
website (www.susfood-era.net).
C o n t a c t

contact@susfood-era.net

Among the benefits for researchers is 
that the MKB forms a unique platform 
for researchers to exchange 
information and to expand networks.
C o n t a c t

Institute for Agricultural and Fisheries 
Research (ILVO) (Belgium)

D E V E L O P  
A  T R A N S N AT I O N A L 
S T R AT E G I C  R E S E A R C H 
A G E N D A  ( S R A )

Based on identified medium to long-
term needs the SRA will describe in 
detail the key research priorities within 
the field of sustainable food production 
and consumption. The SRA will 
establish a joint agenda for European 
food research and will be the 
foundation for transnational calls that 
will deepen the cooperation between 
national research programmes. It will 
also be a useful tool for building 
long-term transnational collaboration.
C o n t a c t

University of Copenhagen (UCPH) 
(Denmark)

L A U N C H  
T R A N S N AT I O N A L  
C A L L S

Two calls for research proposals will be 
implemented. At first, the demonstration 
of the feasibility of joint activities  
in some areas relevant to the project  
is needed. This will be achieved by 
developing instruments, mechanisms 
and processes needed to implement 
transnational funding activities, like 
call procedures, documents and also  
a call secretariat.
The first call will be launched  
in February 2013. The second call  
is expected in January 2014.
C o n t a c t

The Federal Agency for Agriculture and 
Food (BL E) (Germany)

This ERA-Net started on December 1st, 
2011 and will end on November 30th, 
2014.
C o n t a c t

contact@susfood-era.net
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1  I N R A

2  A N R

3  A C T I A

4  B L E

5  B M E L V

6  E V P M

7  J U L I C H

8  D A S T I

9  F O R M A S

10  I N F O  M U R C I A

11  inia  

12  E V - I L V O

13  ucph  

14  mtt 

15  mmm 

16  el  & i

17  mipaaf    

18  mescs   

19  ncb   I r

20  eli   k a

21  rcn 

22  gdar  

23  tsb 

24  defra   

25  uefiscdi      

C O O R D I N A T I O N

F r a n ce

Institut national de la recherche 
agronomique (INRA)
French National Institute  
for Agricultural Research

P A R T N E R S

B elgiu     m

Eigen Vermogen Van Het 
Instituut voor Landbouw en 
Visserijonderzoek (EV-ILVO)
Institute for Agricultural  
and Fisheries Research

D e n m a r k

Until December 2012:
The Danish Centre for Advanced Food 
Studies, University of Copenhagen 
(LMC / UCPH)
From January 2013:
Københavns Universitet
(UCPH)
University of Copenhagen (UCPH)

Styrelsen for Forskning og 
Innovation (DASTI)
Danish Agency for Science, 
Technology and Innovation

E s t o n i a

Eesti Vabariigi 
Pollumajandusministeerium (EVPM)
Ministry of Agriculture

F i n l a n d

Maa ja Elintarviketalouden 
Tutkimuskeskus (MTT)
MTT Agrifood Research Finland

Maa-ja Metsätalousministeriö 
(MMM)
Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry

F r a n ce

Agence nationale de la recherche 
(ANR)
The French National Research Agency

Association de coordination 
technique pour l’industrie
agro-alimentaire (ACTIA)
Association of Technical Coordination 
for Food Industry

…

… P A R T N E R S  ( suite     )

G er  m a n y

Bundesanstalt für Landwirtschaft 
und Ernährung (BLE)
Federal Office for Agriculture
and Food

Bundesministerium  
für Ernährung, Landwirtschaft  
und Verbraucherschutz (BMELV)
Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture 
and Consumer Protection

Forschungszentrum Jülich GmbH 
(JÜLICH)
Research Centre Juelich

I t a l y

Ministero delle Politiche Agricole 
Alimentari e Forestali (MIPAAF)
Ministry of Agricultural, Food  
and Forestry Policies

Ne  t herl    a n d s

Ministerie van Economische Zaken, 
Landbouw en Innovatie (EL&I)
Ministry of Economic Affairs, 
Agriculture and Innovation

N o r w a y

Norges Forskningsrad (RCN)
Research Council of Norway

P o l a n d

Narodowe Centrum Badan I Rozwoju 
(NCBiR)
The National Centre for Research
and Development

R o m a n i a

Unitatea Executiva Pentru 
Finantarea Invatamantului 
Superior, A Cercetarii Dezvoltarii
Si Inovarii (UEFISCDI)
Executive Agency for Higher 
Education, Research, Development 
and Innovation Funding

Sl  o ve  n i a

Izobraževanje, Znanost, Kulturo
in Šport (MESCS)
Ministry of Education, Science,  
Culture and Sport

Sp  a i n

Elika Nekazaritzako Elikagaien 
Segurtasunarako Euskal Fundazioa 
(ELIKA)
Basque Foundation
for Agro-Food Safety

Instituto de Fomento  
de la Region de Murcia
(INFO Murcia)
Public Regional Development Agency 
from Murcia

Instituto Nacional de Investigacion 
y Tecnologia Agraria y Alimentaria 
(INIA)
National Institute of Agricultural 
Research, Technology and Food

S w ede   n

Forskningsrådet för Miljö, Areella 
Näringar och Samhällsbyggande 
(FORMAS)
The Swedish Research Council  
for Environment, Agricultural 
Sciences and Spatial Planning

Tur   k e y

T.C. Gıda Tarım ve Hayvancılık  
Bakanlı ı (GDAR)
The Ministry of Food, Agriculture  
and Livestock

U n i t ed   Ki  n gd  o m

The Technology Strategy Board 
(TSB)

The Secretary of State
for Environment, Food and
Rural Affairs (DEFRA)
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